
WORKING WITH SURREY COUNTY COUNCIL TO MAINTAIN OUR RIGHTS OF WAY

Bob Alcock and I are Local Footpath Secretaries (LFS) for Mole Valley Ramblers. Each RA group within Surrey has 
their own Footpath Secretary/ies. We meet twice a year, under the chairmanship of the Area Footpath Secretary 
(Rodney Whitaker).

The Footpath Secretaries are the link between the RA local groups and SCC, reporting problems with paths, 
referred to them by group members and other walkers, to the Countryside Access Team of SCC via the relatively 
new Countryside Access Management (CAMS) system. They also organise regular “easy to use paths” surveys 
(BVPI), on behalf of SCC.

The CAMS system is still under development; SCC are seeking to make improvements and the Footpath 
Secretaries have just been enabled to view on the on-line map all the supposedly outstanding  issues which have 
been reported by walkers and asked to review those in their areas and report back on their current status. SCC 
staff can then update the digital record (should they have time to do so) to give a more accurate picture of the 
work required.  I have found that it seems a large number of the recorded problems have in fact been fixed, but 
not updated on the map.

The LFSs may also be able to identify any problems which can be resolved by Volunteer Path Wardens (VPWs) 
during this process.  VPWs are volunteers (not necessarily members of the RA) who have been on courses 
organised by SCC, enabling them to carry out, as individuals, minor footpath maintenance tasks (clearing light 
vegetation and replacing damaged waymarks) on behalf of SCC.  More extensive repairs to stiles, bridges etc., 
requiring the use of more complex tools, can only be undertaken by trained Footpath Maintenance Groups.  
Mole Valley Ramblers no longer have such a group, following the death of Alan Lewis, who was the team leader.

We also have a number of Footpath Wardens, who undertake to walk the paths in their allocated parish on a 
regular basis and report any problems they encounter (broken stiles/bridges, missing /broken fingerposts and 
waymarks, obstructed paths) to one of the LFSs.  There are currently several vacancies for this role. 

Bob and I will be meeting with Fiona and a few other group members in December to discuss ways in which 
VPWs and our Footpath wardens can best assist in the task of monitoring and improving the state of our 
footpaths in Mole Valley.  The challenge is to connect the people who are willing to help with appropriate tasks 
they are able to carry out.  We are also hoping it may be possible to create a group of people willing to work 
together on occasions to tackle more challenging work.

The conclusions of this meeting will be referred to the Committee before communicating with our wider group of
volunteers.

Meanwhile we appeal to all of you to report any problems you encounter when out walking either to: 
Local Footpath Secretaries : Bob Alcock or Pat Womersley (e-mail addresses here)

Directly to SCC via the CAMS website https://rightsofway.surreycc.gov.uk/

Via the Pathwatch app or Pathwatch online https://www.ramblers.org.uk/advice/pathwatch

The RA is now re-launching its Pathwatch campaign nationally and urging everyone to report any path 
maintenance problems.  You can find more information on this here.

Pat Womersley
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